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1. BACKGROUND

The ScottishEstatesBusinessGroup (SEBG) represents group of progressivdand-based
estatewith significantagriculturalandrural businessnterests. It aimsto promotea modern

businessapproachin the managemenbf Scotland'sland resourcein ways which deliver

social,economicand environmentabenefits. The group seeksto securea sustainableand

prosperous future for rural areas.

Estatesare provenbusinessnodelsthat assistthe developmenof smallerrural businesses,
andlandownersand estateshavea vital role to play in the ongoingand future development
and prosperityof Scotland. SEBGis committedto rural economiesandits memberswork
hard across Scotland across Scotland to stimulate enterprise and economic development.

2. OVERVIEW

SEBG welcomesthe opportunity to commenton the Draft ScottishPlanningPolicy 6:
Renewabléenergy. With increasingawarenessf climatechangeandgreaterunderstanding
of and governmentommitmentto the needto cut carbonemissionsthe merits of OgreenO
energytechnologiearebecomingmuchbetterunderstoodandappreciated.Recentncreases
in energycostsaswell asconcerndor the securityof energysupplieshavefueled greater
interestin and commitmentto increaseduse of renewableforms of power, whetherfor
electricity, heat or transport.

The Groupfavoursa balancedenergypolicy for Scotlandwith a rangeof alternativesources
of renewableenergy playing their full partin meeting ScotlandOslectricity, heat and
transportuel needs. ScotlandOwiral sectorin generalandits landownersandland managers
in particularhavea positive and constructiverole to play in the developmenbf a secure
energysupply,with the businessside of renewableenergyoffering potentialfor traditional
farmers and forest managers to become Oenergy managersO.

However, if ScottishMinistersCtargetof 40% of ScotlandOslectricity from renewable
sourcesby 2020is to be met, ScotlandOplanning systemmust be able to recognisethe
strategicas well as local merits of individual renewableenergyprojectsand to bring a
pragmaticrather than restrictive approachto applicationsfor planning consent.SEBG
thereforefirmly welcomeghe explicit guidancecontainedn Draft SPP6&hatMinistersexpect
planning authorities to make positive provision for renewable energy developments.



Further, SEBGwelcomesexplicit recognitionof therole small scalerenewableschemegan
play in bringing benefitsto rural communitiesandoffering opportunitiesfor local enterprise.
This is one areain particularin which estatesare well-placedto supportdrivesto meet
ScotlandOs renewable energy targets, working in partnership with their local communities.

3. SPECIFIC COMMENTS ON SPP6 CONTENT
I SPP PRINCIPLES

SEBGwelcomegecognitionof the needto focuson facilitating progressowardsthe national
40% target. If the targetis to be met, thenit is vital that planningauthoritiesgive full

considerationeconomicand social as well as environmentalto thoseprojectswhich are
likely to be ableto contributeto its achievement.The Groupfirmly supportsthe principles
setout in paragraph9 of the Draft SPP6which, it believesare appropriateand should
underpin the way in which planning authorities carry out their planning responsibilities.

Site selection

It would be helpful to both developersandlocal communitiesf planningauthoritieswereto
setout explicit frameworksagainstwhich proposaldor renewableenergydevelopmentsvere
to be considered.Theidentificationof areasof searchfor onshorewind farm developments
would helpto clarify wheresuchdevelopmentsnay or may not be acceptable. This greater
clarity aboutthe potentialof an areafor developmentvould alsofacilitate attemptsto build
local consensus about the merits or otherwise of proposals.

Local communities and renewable energy

SEBG agreesthat it is importantthat local people are able to engageactively in the

developmenbf renewableenergyschemessinceopinionswould thenbe basedon accurate
information rather than misinformation or speculation. Local communitiesshould be

involved by both developersand planningauthoritiesat all stagesof the planningprocess,
particularly wherethere may be potentialfor communitiesto investin and benefit from

ownership of renewable energy projects or to develop their own local projects.

Economic benefits

SEBG welcomesrecognitionthat the planningsystemhasa key role to play in supporting
Scotland'sconomiccompetitivenesandjobs market. It agreeghatscopefor developments
to contributeto local or nationaleconomicdevelopmentpriorities should be a material
consideratiorwhen policies and decisionsare considered. It will be of particularhelp to
innovativelocal andcommunity-supportedchemesf planningauthoritiesareencouragedo
takea pragmaticand OcardoQapproactin the consideratiorof applicationswhich havebeen
worked up in close consultation with, and have the support of, local interests.

ii. SPATIAL POLICIES

Currently, developersare given little advanceinformation on whether a proposed
developmentnay or not be acceptabldo the planningauthorityuntil someway throughthe

lengthy applicationprocessandafter the investmentof muchtime andeffort. If developers
could be given guidanceat an early stageon wherewind farm proposalswerelikely to be

consideredappropriatethen developmenbpportunitiescould be assessedore accurately
andattentionmoresharplyfocused. Similarly, developersouldbe steerecawayfrom those
areas where wind farm developments should be avoided.
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iii. LOCATIONAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR WIND FARMS

The proposalthatthe developmenplan processshouldinclude consideratiorof potentialfor

accommodatingenewableenergytechnologiess a constructiveone. Not only will the

resultantdevelopmenplan be helpful in guiding potentialdevelopersowardsappropriate
sitesand away from inappropriateones;it will alsohelp to fostera positive and pragmatic
approachoy planningauthoritiesandencouragehemto becomemorereceptiveto proposals
for appropriate development opportunities.

Natural heritage

Estatesplay an importantrole in safeguardingand, where possible,enhancingScotland's
naturalheritage SEBGwelcomesecognitionthat, notwithstandinghe needfor andpotential
benefitsto Scotlandof facilitating the developmentof renewableenergyresourcesdue

attentionmustbe paidto the protectionof its naturalheritage particularlythoseaspectsvhich

are of internationaland nationalimportance. The impactof individual schemesn high

guality landscapesustbe carefully assessedarticularlyin thosecasesvherethe distances
involvedareconsiderable. It will beimportantthatplanningauthoritieswill be ableto takea

pragmaticapproachin reachingan equitablebalancewhen renewablesand biodiversity
objectives compete.

Historic environment

As with naturalheritage,so too do private estatesand ownersmanageand maintaina rich
variety of heritagepropertiesandartefacts. Thesearefrequentlymadeavailableto the public
aseducationabndtourismvenuesoften to the highestinternationalstandardsand without

public support. SEBGthereforewelcomesguidancethat developmenplan policiesshould

set out the criteria for protecting, conserving and enhancing ScotlandOs historic environment.

Green Belts

SEBG welcomesthe flexibility which Draft SPP6 proposesas regardswind farm
developmentsvithin designatedsreenBelts. The guidanceshouldbe ableto accommodate
exceptionakircumstancesf aflexible andpragmaticapproachoy planningauthoritiesis to
be fostered.

Tourism and recreational interests

Sincethereis anabsencef informationon the impactof wind farm developmenbn tourism,
the findings of researchinto this aspectwill be helpful in assessingvherein individual
circumstancethe balancebetweerrenewablesnergyrequirement&ndtheimpacton tourism
may lie. The Group awaitswith interestthe publicationlater this year of the findings of
researclcurrentlybeingcarriedout by the ScottishExecutiveon theimpactof wind farmsin
tourism. SEBG suggestshowever,that there should be public consultationon how the
findings might bestbe reflectedin thefinal versionof the SPP,sinceopinionsmay differ on
its interpretation.

Communities

The consultationproposesa separationdistanceof 1.5 km betweenlarge-scalewvind farm
developmentsandthe edgeof a town or village, with scopefor developmentsvithin that
distanceif sited and designedto avoid unacceptablempactson communities. It invites
commenton whether Olarge-scalsvind farmsOshould be specified as those over 20
megawatts. However, SEBG suggestst may also be appropriateto requirevisibility from
residenceso be consideredsincetopographywould havea major partto play in the potential
impact of a proposed development on its nearby community.



We alsoquestionwhetherhavingan arbitrary cut-off figure in defining Olarge-scale@ould
work well. It would bebetter,we suggestto considereachcaseon its merits,bearingin mind
its potential impact on the local community.

iv. BIOMASS

SEBGwelcomegguidanceo planningauthoritiesthatin all casesdevelopmenplansshould
confirm thatthe developmenobf newbiomassenergyplantswill be supportedsubjectto local

landscapebuilt andcultural heritage amenity,environmentabndtransportationssuesbeing

properly addressed. This presumptionin favour of suitabledevelopmentwill offer for

potentialrenewabladevelopmenta measuref assurancéhat proposalswill receivefull and

fair considerationbasedon their individual meritsandtheir relevanceo nationalrenewable
energy targets set by Government.

v. DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

The specificguidancan Draft SPP6on the elementgo beincludedin local developmenplan
policiesmakesit very clearthat planningauthoritiesshouldplay anactiverole in facilitating
desirableandappropriataenewableenergydevelopmentsThisis very muchto bewelcomed
sinceplanningauthoritiesshouldhavean explicit ratherthanimplicit responsibilityto deliver
nationally set strategic objectives.
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